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Eurasian Magpie Pica pica is an abundant bird 
with a wide distribution. It occupies a wide 
variety of habitats, but prefers open areas that 
possess a patchwork of dense bushes and 
suitable nesting trees, such as in farming areas 
and orchards. There is, however, little 
information about its ecology and behaviour in 
Iran. 

This survey was conducted in the apple 
orchards (c. 100 km2) of Arablu village, 
Meshkin-Shahr, Ardabil province. For many 
years, it has been believed that the Eurasian 
Magpie is as a pest bird. But now, villagers 
know that the bird has an important role in mice 
control in farms especially in apple orchards 
and do not destroy its nest. So its population 
has been increased in recent years. In this 
region, the nest-building activity of all 23 pairs 
of Eurasian Magpie was studied from winter to 
spring 2006. As soon as two Eurasian Magpies 
were seen together, bonding was noted. The 
start and completion time of nest-building was 

also recorded. Once a pair had completed the 
cup of the nest and before they started on the 
dome, the outer diameter and the height of the 
nest was measured.  

The nest of Eurasian Magpie is 
distinguished from that of Hooded Crow 
Corvus corone cornix and Rook C. frugilegus 
in different ways. Eurasian Magpie makes its 
nest in bushes or smaller trees, or at a lower 
height in larger trees than either of these two 
species. In addition, Rooks nest in colonies 
while Carrion Crow solitary nests are usually in 
the highest parts of taller trees. 

The results of this study showed that 
bonding occurred between 9 February and 1 
March (Fig. 1). The earliest start time of nest 
building was 21 February and 19 March the last 
completion date. The mean duration of nest-
building was 20.74 days, but there was much 
variation between breeding pairs. Some pairs 
left newly built nests after many days, 
sometimes nest-building failed, or nests were 

  (Pica pica)سازي  زاغي  هاي آشيانه مطالعه مقدماتي برخي فعاليت
 شهر، استان اردبيل، شمال غرب ايران در مشكين

۲۳در اين ناحيه .  كيلومتر مربع انجام شد۱۰۰اي به مساحت  شهر و در ناحيه اين بررسي در باغات سيب مشكين: چكيده
 در روستاي عربلوي مشكين شهر واقع در استان اردبيل مورد۱۳۸۵ار  تا به۱۳۸۴هاي زاغي آن از زمستان  آشيانه و جفت

 اسفند و پايان۲سازي  ها، شروع آشيانه در بين اين زاغي. د ماه بود اسفن۱۰ بهمن تا ۲۰يابي  تاريخ جفت. پايش قرار گرفتند
سازي اختلاف زماني زياد مدت آشيانه.  روز بود۷۴/۲۰سازي   فروردين بود كه ميانگين مدت زمان آشيانه۲۸سازي  آشيانه

ي سال قبل استفادهها ها بيشتر به صورت مشاركتي بود و از لانه ساختن آشيانه در زاغي. ها مشاهده شد بين جفت
متر  سانتي۶/۲۱ها هم  متر و ارتفاع خارجي آشيانه  سانتي۸/۳۳ها   متر، قطر آشيانه۷/۴ها  ميانگين ارتفاع آشيانه. كردند نمي
 .بود



Short Communications 
 

 46

completed slowly due to disturbance by human 
activities. 

We found that Eurasian Magpie makes its 
nest in farming regions in the centre of 
particular trees such as Poplar Populus spp., 
Red and Yellow Apple Malus spp. and Plum 
Prunus spp. (Fig. 2) and that these were always 
constructed relatively near to the ground The 
most important materials used during nest-
building are dry thickish twigs and mud, a coat 
applied in several layers. The bottom of the nest 
is covered with feathers, hair and other soft 
materials. The domed nest structure is very 
strong and is resistant to destruction by storms. 
The roofed nest entrance was always on the 
south side.  

 
 
 

As mentioned by Hanzak (1977), 
the species seldom nests in large 
woods, preferring to nest in trees 
and bushes, sometimes at the height 
of a man. The nest is roofed over 
with a characteristic lattice work 
arch of foliage. The foundations 
consist mainly of thick twigs braced 
against the tree branches and are 
surmounted by a layer of mud and 
turf. The well is lined with small 
roots, leaves, blades of grass and 
hair. As a rule, magpies build a new 
nest every year.  

In our study, nest-building was a 
cooperative activity. Old nests were 
not re-used. The mean height of 
nests above the ground was 4.7 m. 
The mean of the outer diameter and 
the height respectively were 33.8 
and 21.6 cm. De Neve & Soler 
(2002) found that nest size may be 
related to the period of nesting and 
that females may assess a male's 
parental quality and willingness to 
invest in reproduction by his 
participation in nest building. 
Females may thus adjust their 
reproductive effort (i.e. clutch size) 
not only to their own abilities but 
also to those of their mates. 

We feel that future research will 
help us to obtain more information 

on the breeding activities, the diet and trends of 
breeding populations of the Eurasian Magpie on 
a regional scale.  
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Figure 1. Start of bonding in pairs in Meshkin-Shahr. 
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Figure 2. Type and percentage of trees used. 


