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Preliminary Survey of Breeding Whiskered Tern Chlidonias hybrida
at Selkeh Wildlife Refuge, Anzali wetland, Southwest Caspian Sea

MOHAMMAD E. SEHHATISABET!* & BAGHER NEZAMI2
1. Ornithology Unit, Wildlife & Aquatic Organisms Bureau, Environmental Research Centre, Iran Department
of the Environment (DOE), Tehran
2. Islamic Azad University, Science and Technology Branch, Tehran
*Correspondence Author— Email: m_sehhati @yahoo.com

Received 16 November 2005, Accepted 31 March 2006

Abstract: In Iran, Whiskered Tern breeds in wetlands such as beside the southern coasts of
the Caspian Sea, the western coasts of the Persian Gulf and Sea of Oman, and also at
Hamoun wetland, Seistan, southeast Iran. The Anzali wetland is one of the most important
breeding sites for the species, holding an estimated 3362 birds in 2001. There were at least
467 nests at Selkeh in 2000. The nests, usually with 2-3 eggs (>67%), more rarely 4-5,
were built usually on Trapa natans, from a variety of materials. The eggs were elliptical,
light grayish or buffy in colour with brown to black patches and averaged 3.8 mm in length
and 2.8 mm in diameter. High fluctuations in water-level directly affected the nest contents,
whether eggs or nestlings, during the 2001-2002 period. A total of 343 birds was captured
and ringed at Selkeh Wildlife Refuge during the summer of 2000-2002.
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Figure 1. Breeding locations of Whiskered Tern at Selkeh, © A. Bali.
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Table 1. Number of nests with different clutch size.

Moy dak YA TV SLT 0 659 Slass
Perc. Num. 2002 2000 Clutch size

3432 162 57 105 1 egg / e
3390 160 40 120 2e9g / LY
30,30 143 30 113 3egg / LY
1,27 6 1 5 4egg | 5 ¥
0,21 1 0 1 5egg / 50
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Figure 3. A view to three eggs at a nest, © M.E.
Sehhatisabet.
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Figure 2. A view to breeding location at the
west of Selkeh, © M.E. Sehhatisabet.
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Table 2. Results of nest count of Whiskered Tern in the Anzali wetlands (J. Mansoori, unpubl. data).
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Figure 4. Waterlevel fluctuations between 3 July and 4 September 2002 (data by A. Pasokhi & M. Amin).
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Table 3. Number of immature Whiskered Terns

ringed in Selkeh Wildlife Refuge during 2000-2002.

Year Date Number
2000 APYA/E/F T 146
2001 YA-/0/0 102
2001 AYA- 10/ VA 22
2002 AYAV/D/ VY0 74
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